
 

 

 

 

Visiting the Nuclear Test Site at 

Enewetak Atoll 

 

October, 2000 



 

Enewetak 

Discovered by 

Spanish in 1522 
 

Marshall Islands Claimed 

by Germans in 1885 

 

Japan Gained Control  

After WW I 

 

  

 



Brutal Battle Waged,  

February, 1944 

Å339 marines killed   

 

Å2,677 Japanese soldiers killed  

 

Å64 Japanese captured alive 

 

Å8000 foot airstrip built by Americans 



Two Nuclear Tests  

at Bikini, 1946 

ÅCrossroads able, an air drop 

 

ÅCrossroads baker, underwater 



    Crossroads Able 



Crossroads Baker  



Operation Sandstone Planned 

 for 1948 

ÅDecision made to select 

Enewetak for this operation 

 

ÅPresident Truman authorizes the 

move of Enewetak people  from 

Enewetak to Ujelang  



December, 1947 

Å142 people moved to Ujelang, about 
120 miles distant. 

 

ÅOne village built on Ujelang for two 
tribes of Enewetak. 

 

ÅUS aid began then, continues today. 

 

 

 

 



Forty-three Atmospheric Tests 

From 1948 Through 1958                        

ÅTests held on a number of smaller islands in 

the atoll, but none on the principal islands of 

Enewetak and Medrin.  



  

Map of 

Atoll 

showing 

test 

locations 

through 

1956 



MIKE Experiment Exceptional 

(1952) 

ÅLocated on the small island of Elugelab 

ÅDevice was 20 feet tall, 6.5 feet in diameter 

ÅWeight was 62 tons 

ÅBuilding contained 620 tons of material  

ÅMIKE was first true thermonuclear explosion 

ÅMIKE was 500 times bigger than Hiroshima 



   Ivy Mike, 10 Megatons 



At H+30 min, Cloud was 

60 Miles in Diam. 

Stem was 20 

Miles in Diam. 



   Mike Crater, 6000 Feet 

Diameter 



1956 Saw a Big Series of Tests 

The First Test was named  LaCrosse 











Seminole, early fireball 



Seminole, Coming Undone 



Seminole Test, 18 Kilotons 



I was present here in 1956, 1958, 

Several times in the -60ôs and 70ôs 

 

ÅThe Island cleanup began in 1978 

ÅI was present with Col. Roger Ray in 1979ð 

      21 years after our being together in 1958 

    We vowed to meet here again in another  

21 yearsðin 2000! 

         I made it, regrettably, he did not. 



Atoll Cleanup Begins 1978 

Å1000 troops in the field. 

 

Å200,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil 

removed and transported to Runit island. 

 

ÅMixed with a cement slurry, pumped into 

cactus crater. 

 

ÅCapped with l8ò concrete dome. 

 



Enewetak,  

Home Island 



Our Old Research Lab 



Seminole Crater Seminole Crater in 1987 



   Seminole Crater in 2000 



Fused Sand From Seminole Test 



Runit, LaCrosse and Cactus       

Craters in 1958 



 

Runit, Cactus and Lacrosse 

Craters in 1987 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Runit, Cactus and LaCrosse 

Craters in 1987 



Cactus Crater Filled 

 With Debris, Capped 

       1980 



Villages Built on Enewetak and 

Medrin 
ÅHouse types selected by each of the 

original families. 

 

ÅMany picked two story houses. 

 

ÅHouses included water collection 

system, electric wiring, etc. 



Village Housing Is First Class 



Many Chose Two Story Homes 



 This is our Boat Used  

for Atoll Travel 



Our Boat Crew 



Runit Island, With Dome 

Showing 



 

Approaching 

The Dome Is 

Torturous 



Looking North From Dome    



Looking at 

LaCrosse Crater 



Lectures Are Easy Here 



There Is Much To Point Out! 



But Audience Tends To Wander 



Runit Bunker  



Approaching Medrin Island 



Approaching Village Center 



Village Center Is Quiet! 



Council Chamber for Aroji 



Medrin 

Chapel 



Chapelôs 

Bronze 

Plaque 



The English Part Reads: 

ÅThe bell in this church tower was 

presented to the people of ENEWETAK 

with gratitude and admiration  

 

ÅFrom the cleanup and rehabilitation force 

on behalf of the people of AMERICA                                 

April 1980 



We Rang The Bell, Loud and 

Long, Just For Old Times Sake! 



Pigs Arrive On Cue 


