St. Andrew's Church, HORNCHURCH, England

(Note the Bull’s Head, Which is on the East Side of the Church)




FOREWORD

In the summer of 1964, there was a rather singular event in the lives of
Addie Leah and Bob Brownlee,
and
J. Paul Mutschlecner

Herein is Bob’s account of the events as they unfolded, recorded
because of the improbability of their occurrence at any time, coupled
with the opportunities for laughter on a scale that is difficult to
comprehend, or even to imagine.

These events culminated in Hornchurch, England, on August 9, 1964.

We remember that day with continued admiration and appreciation to
Mr. and Mrs Brian Keeler
Who dealt with us as though we were real people, and made all kinds of
allowances for three visiting Americans.
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Innocent Preliminaries

It all started quite easily, in May of 1963, when one day there was a brief item in the
Albuquerque Journal. An Associated Press item, it told the story of the consequences
of the practice of the Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps, of Hornchurch, England.
They had started to play “Semper Fidelis”, and when the drums crashed, and the
trumpets blared, six cows belonging to a Mr. Reed dropped dead. The article gave the
name of the director of the Hornchurch Drum & Trumpet Corps as Mr. Keeler.

As frequently happened, this item went up on the bulletin board, and triggered
numbers of comments.

Bob claimed that the article was patently false, as it was not possible to scare cows to
death with noise. He cited as evidence the experience of his Uncle Mason, who had
a Greyhound Bus horn on his Model A Ford. This horn was impressive in the
extreme, as it could intimidate at great distances any Model A driver and surrounding
spectators. Bob’s family had an old milk cow who managed to get out of the corral
at most any time, and loved to roam the farm in a maddeningly unrestricted way. One
day she was standing in the middle of the road, looking into the wind, when Uncle
Mason drove up behind her, came to a stop, then leaned on the horn. The old cow
instantly kicked out his headlight, then continued to stand, apparently undisturbed.
(Accounts of stimuli passing directly from a sensor to muscles without having any
effect on an intervening brain are not unknown, even among laboratory personnel!)

Paul was totally unimpressed with this argument, saying that the cows just died of
cornaries, and that the band’s role was relatively minor. Imagine the scorn for such
arguments, especially as they were being applied to such serious matters!

Time passed--in fact a lot of time passed. Then, another item appeared in the
Albuquerque Journal, recounting an experience of the United States Army. They were
having troubles with their Pershing missiles from time to time, so a report of a
wayward one was not news of astounding proportions. That clipping has survived,
and is shown following.
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a safety zone and scattered a herd of cattle in a misfired
shot Tuesday, the Army confirmed Thursday,

The Army said it was making a new study of the abort
area near Ft. Wingate after Tuesday's errant shot strayed
beyond the safety zone and

landed within 250 yards of .
rmcher Arthur Fox's house, |Ramma.{er Says

I‘ox who was in the fle]d 4 I Ia
feeding his cattle, said
missile chunk the size of a nc
pickup truck fell in the field, i

scattering his 150 cattle over|
several sections.

GALLUP (®—A Pershing artillery missile carried beyond

So, here it is! Several parts are worth
noting. First the Pershing missile has a
safety zone. Since the launch was from
Utah to White Sands, it is of interest to
wonder just how far outside the safety zone
Gallup, New Mexico, might be. Secondly,
there was an abort area near Ft. Wingate,
that too raises interesting questions.
Thirdly, the fact that there is a rancher in
the Gallup area named “Fox” is a bit odd
for NM. A principal point, of course, is
that there were no casualties of any kind.
The cattle were at most startled, at best
entertained.

So now, the argument, having waned,
waxed. Paul’s contention was that this
event only demonstrated that a Pershing
missile was not as deadly as the Drum and
Trumpet Corps. To this, Bob said “Pooh!”

After considerable discussion, it was determined that the problem should not just be allowed to blow
over, but that some action was needed. From the original news item of the international Associated
Press we knew that a Mr. Keeler was the director of the Band, and his location was in Hornchurch,
England. Mr. Reed, the owner of the cows, was also mentioned. We decided to write two letters--
one to the “head” of the Band, and one to Mr. Reed. It seemed to us that the British Postal system
could certainly find either if it desired to do so, for Hornchurch was clearly a village if the Band was
practicing in a pasture, and its director would be easy to find. The Band itself, having made the

international press, would also be well known.

So we addressed two letters. They follow.




Not-So Innocent Letters

3150A Villa
Los Alamos
New Mexico
UsaA

March 6, 196l

Conductor and/or President
Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps
Hornchurch

England

ir:

Some months back the bewildering news reached us of the
mortal events which occurred in the pastures of Bryan
Reed there in Hornchurch. The story as wa gol it was
that the, we are sure; stiring music of your Corps

sent several of Bryan's cows to their everlasting reward,
Since then we have medltated upon this news, uneertain
in our minds as to its import for us, let alone its
authenticity,

Now recent events in our own neighborhoocd have brought to
mind sgain thosedread events in Reed's field, The enclosed
copy of a newspaper item will explain itself, The questions
which plague ue are (1) can it be the American cattle are
made of sterner stuff than their British cousins? Surely
not] (2) Can the country sires of your Corps have more
death=dealing effects; bovinely spealking, thdn one of our
Pershing missiles? We realize that these questions may

be beyound your ken as they are beyond ours., DBe that as it
may, we feel that we should share this news with 7ou and we
hope it may have salutory effects on your unit}

Finally, let us assure you that, being unassociated with
Army here, we are not proposing any sort of contest between
the Hornchurch D, and T. Corps and one of our Pershing
missiles, although the idea fascinates us.

Internationally yours in the

interest of betier cattla<Corps
relations,

J, Paul Mutschleener

Robert R, Brownlee

P.S5., Are any record albums available of the musiec of your
Corps? Please advise,




3007 Villa

Los Alamos
New Mexico
UsSa

March 6, 1964

Mr. Bryan Reed

Hornchurch
England

Dear Mr, Reed,

Some months ago we read in a local newspaper that the
Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps had inadvertantly
frightened to death some of your cattle with "Semper Fidelis"®
or some such march music, We were shocked by the story,
since our faith in the stoic nature of a British bovine

is such that we believe a coronary or other sound-produced
fatal malady to be highly improbable,

In view of the news contained in the enclosed clipping, we
feel our beliefs to be well substantiated, Not a single
cow involved in the reported incident suffered a disabling
shock, On the cantrary, they were inspired to feats of
intense physical activity, setting a number of new speed
records, and seemed to find the experience altogether
exhilarating,

We are baffled by these conflicting reports, Surely, Sir,
English cattle are not so much more suseptible to fright
than American cattle! Could it be that the fault lies
strictly with our whistling Pershing missile, as compared
with the Hormchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps? We certainly
do hésitate to make such an odius comparison, but find
alternate solutions to the dilemma equally unsatisfactory,

If you could enlighten us with your opinions in this matter,
we would be delighted and most appreciative,

Sin cérel;,r 5

e 2. s 700
gl AR

Robert R, Brownlee

copy to  Hornchurch D.4T. Cotrl

I. Paul Mutschlecner

CenSNrdediasmen




Mrs. Keeler gave us a prompt reply!

Hornchurch Drum & Trumpet Corps

Founded June 1959

PRESIDENT :
CHAIRMAN OF HORNCHURCH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Please reply to:
14 simpson kozd,
Dear Sirs, Rainhen,zssex,England,
22nd April 19064

1 am replying on behalf of our Committee to jour leiter addressed to .y husband. 1T sas
rather a strange coincidence that your letter arrived about a wesk afier we ourselves liad
had this matter Lrought tack to mind., when the boys nad occasiun to re-visii the Loys
Camp adjacent to Mr, Read's farm. Iy lhusband was told by the Warden of toe camp thal tne
farmer had corcuocted the story in order to slop the boys practising. lis asmazing to woal
lengths some people will go to get their own way ine only discerning factor is inat inis
was reported throughout the Ausricas and Carada spd 1T ogcurs To me Lhab this may well
harm the trust which people Lave in our newspapsr reporis. Alihough all ihe publicity
did us no harm we do feel rather annoyed that we were allowed to be blamed for sometiing
which we never did and that is why we attempted by way of vur local paper '[ne horncrurch
Recorder' to get the ratter stralzntensd out,you can see tust you are guoted! Faue...
Howsver we have heard no vore amd so like the cows we will just have to let the svory die
a 'Natural' deaih. Unfortunstely we sre always referred to mow as tue 'Cow-killers' and
even if people do for-et we unintentionelly remind them of our Lovire corngctlon ag we
wear a bull's head on the elee.e ol tne uniforms! I am enclosing a coupke as souvenirs
of the band, We have worn these since the formation of iue band as a bull's head i$ part
of the Hornchurch coat of arms. The vand is for boys between tne sges of 12 and 18 years
ard they are tsught music end deportment. e uniform is a maroon Jacket witn black and zold
trinmings and black trousers wiith a wide zaobd stripe. potl the uniform and instrusent are
gupplied free on loar and they have a clioice oi ingtvrument from truupet, cyucal, vase, tener
or side drum. Just recenlly we have bouzinl twe guitars in order to encourage the toys to
take an interest in other type: of musie, not that they need mueh encoursgement groups like
The ceatles do that! Being a purely volunlsry orgenisation we Have to raise all funds in
urder io xeep the band going, so far we have approximstely £2,500. of equipment. During
the summer we atiend carnivals, fetes, sporis days in order to raise soue of the casu and
during the winter we organise raffles, drews end various oiher ways of makKing money. The
most siimulating experience though is to atiend a band contest wiiere they are Judged by
professional nusic and deportment men. The prizes vary but for most of them you wina silver
cup which you hold until the npext year when yuu compete ggain for the horour, We are also
manbers of the National Association of Eoys Clubs ( of wnich the Duke of REdinburgh is Palron
which enables the bogas to compele in rum-rous sporting events, Just recenitly they were
the Essex representatives in the eross couniry semi-finals, and they are alsu to represent
Essex in basgket-btell not for.etting ine mure inteliectual contest for Chess Chanpion where
we will also ve represented. The N.A.U.C elso organises a music and dramsz competition whichi
took placs ornly a forinight ago aud we were awarded the highest award z 'Gold Star' The
Jjudge was most impressed by thefr performance wilen they played their version of 'Let There
Be drums' (2 guitsrs and 6 side drums,, part oi the'Grand March of lada', and a couple of
ordinary trumpe: marching tunes, so you can sez Lthat they are able to play music to appeal
to any taste. Well chat is just & little avout our cand . hope that you will find it of
interest who knows perhaps one dsy ,ou mey even be able to seze them. With re.eard to the
record beeause of finance we have rever really thousht avout it put we are goiing to mske
encuiries aend ses if we can get a tape-recording w=dg, i1 we can perhaps we will be able
to send you a copy. Many thanks for your irterest shown, hoping tu hear from sou aga.n.

[hars STapes




COW KILLING TALE |

MAY HA

VE BEEN

A LOT OF BULL

—says bandmaster|:

UD sticks. And

for nearly a

Hornchurch

year

Drum and Trumpet Corps have smarted under
{he tag: *“The boys who killed the cows!™

Their confidence was shaken,
their pride hurt and their play-
ing, maintained bandmaster
Brian Keeler, suffered as a re-
sult.

Until this week none of the
band had the slightest doubt
that their rendering of Semper
Fideles last ‘May caused the
death of six cows in calf.

Practical joke

Events, however, took a new
turn this week with the shock
disclosure by 29-year-old City
bank clerk Mr. Keeler that the
“cow-killing” incident on Farm-
er Read's land may well have
been a hoax!

Brian’s father, Mr. Cecil Keel-
er—he is public relations officer
for the band—explained: “1f
our information is correct, we
have been the victims of a
really vicious practical joke.

“My son has it from an ex-
tremely reliable source that no
cows died on Farmer Read's
land and that the story was
simply a means of stopping our
boys playing.”

No carcasses were ever seen

after the incident, pointed out
Mr. Keeler, and the band was
not sued for damages.

He continued: “By a coinci-
dence, I received a letter from
a farmer in Mexico this week
who had read the extraordinary
tale about Farmer Read's cows.

“He said quite frankly that
he didn't believe the story and
sent as his reason a cutting
from a Mexican newspaper.

“It to!ld how an artillery mis-
sile the size of a lorry dropped
into a field among 150 cows,”
he said. “Not one animal suf-
fered even the slightest shock.”

No comment

Nobody at Grange Farm
Youth Camping Centre—where
the band played Semper Fideles
—would comment on the inci-
dent this week

A spokesman for the Ministry
of Agriculture told our report-
er: “If the cows were in a
rather weak state it might be
possible to frighten them to

death. But I've never heard of
a similar case.”
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We never received any reply from Mr.
Reed! (Who we now learn is Mr. Read)

But what a lot of information from Mrs.
Keeler! The boys have been maligned!
Injustice reigns!  (Yet Mrs. Keeler
suggests that the story should be allowed
to die “a natural death”.) The clipping
enclosed from the Hornchurch Reporter
contained several provocative sentences!
It is a great clipping! And note the
delights within it. It was necessary to
translate a pickup truck to a lorry, and we
are identified as *“a farmer in Mexico”
and our Albuquerque Journal note is
from a “Mexican” newspaper. The
comments of the Ministry of Agriculture,
suggesting that if the cows were “in a
rather weak state it might be possible to
frighten them to death”, is so beautifully,
bureaucratically ambiguous that it can
only be savored.

The possibility of putting an end to this
whole thing is quite real, but there are
other interesting aspects to the situation.
It happens that we have at the lab
colleagues from Great Britain who are
preparing for a British nuclear test to be
conducted in Nevada. So we naturally
consult them about this situation. They
are quite intrigued, are returning to
England in a couple of days, and decide

that they will contact officials at Hornchurch to obtain more information. Within a very short time
they return to Los Alamos, provide us with a booklet published by the Urban District of Hornchurch-
-the Official Guide. Well, we learn that while the place used to be a village, it is now a “bedroom”
community for London, is the last stop on the subway to the northeast, and is a huge, and booming
community with population of about 150,000, and growing. Furthermore the officials are quite
surprised to learn that the Drum and Trumpet Corps are famous, and, indeed, one official denied that
was so, finding it quite incredible.




On the same day we responded with the letter saying we were going to be visiting England, and
would like to go to Hornchurch, we conjured up a mental picture of benefits that might accrue if a
person of powerful charisma, etc, could find a way to support the boys in their moments of
embarrassment and chagrin. So J. Paul drafted a letter to His Royal Highness, Prince Phillip. His
draft, with his written comment, follows.

TR Aawitin 45
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J150-4 Villa
Los Alamos, New Hexico
Us 8. As

July 24, 1964

Fis Royal Eighneas, Prince Phillip {\II.C‘-:.L ) -"\'. 2L <& I'n,- ~oe | {
Buckingham Palace L
London, Bngland

Tour Royal Highness:

Some months ago a local newspaper carried an item about the Hornchurch
Drum and Trumpet Corps, of Hornchurch, Pngland, which alleged that the Corpe
had frightened several cows to death by playing "Sémper Fidelis" in a farmer
Reed's pasture. W¥e immediately suspected the story to be false but became
even more certain of it after an incidemt which occurred near here involving
one of our Pershing missiles and a herd of cattle, none of which suffered
the slightest debilitating effect when the misaile orashed among them.

Because of our strong conviction that the members of the Corps had been
the victiss of a cruel hoax, we wrote tc Mr. Bryan Keeler, the conductor, to
ask sbout the details of this event. The rosponse verified our beliefs, and
the false story, started by the farmer for scme base reason, apparently has
caused the Corps members much embarrassment. The original story received
wide dissemination (obviocusly) and the boys are atill being called "cow kill-
ers”, snd their pleying has euffered. Ve have also learned thet the Britiash
Ministry of Agriculture was contacted to assert that such an event could not
have happened. Unfortunately, their cooperation was apperently something
lees than ideal and their statement was non-committal in the extreme — a
result not too astonishing when one considers the august immobility of most
governmental departments.

Deciding that the boys needed scme additional encouragement, we are
hoping to visit them at Hornchurch on August 9, as we are on our way to
attend the Internationsl Astronomical Union meeting in Hamburg, Germany.
¥e wish to bring them greetings and best wishes from our section of the
world, feeling that this would be a gesture very much in keeping with for-
mer Fresident Eisenhower's people-to-pecple program.

We also understend that the Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps is a
member of the National Associstion of Boys Clubs and that Your Roykl High-
ness is a patron of the organization. let us congratulste you for provid-
ing such positive support to such & sterling group, It has oocourred to us
that perhape-one of the aides of Your Royal Highness might also help %o put
a stop to the slings and arrows of outragecus and undeserved slander which
has overtaken the Hormchurch Drum and Trmpet Corps, by coming to their de-
fense in some manner, From what we understand, the boys are very deserving.

Yours, but for 1TT6,

Dre J« Panl Mutsahleener

We decided to send off the letter, and did so, and Bob was particularly taken by Paul’s closing
words. Clearly, we were in the mode of trouble makers here, and enjoying every minute!




On August 12, Buckingham Palace responded, possibly having seen the press items about events
on August 9. We liked the response! Isn’t this class, or what??

BUCKINCHAM PALACE

From : Squadron-Leader David Checkertts,

( (TU A\fwﬁfiu\\\'{md‘

Thank vou for vour
iNang !

Duke of Bdinburgh, which I

Hig Royal 155! notlce,

P

I a sure Prince 2nilip will be

most interested Lo see 1t.

\
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Doctor J. Paul Liutschlecner.

Paul and | contacted each other after we had arrived in London, and I learned that we were to
meet Mr. Keeler on the steps of Westminster Abbey, and would then go with him to his home,
where we were to be served a classic English meal with roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, etc.
Mr. Keeler was going to wear the HD&TC uniform so that we could recognize him easily.




The Big Day

When we arrived, there was Mr. Keeler, surrounded by tourists, for they believed him to be an
Abbey guide, though the bull patch on his uniform identified him absolutely as “our man”! (More
laughter here.) We were then taken to the Keelers’ in a car Mr. Keeler borrowed for us, and treated
to a wonderful meal, indeed. Our shock came toward the end of the meal, when Mr. Keeler said
“We’ll have to be moving along, for the BBC will be here to interview you at two, and then there
is the parade at three.”

To our amazement the BBC guy arrived and explained that he did the morning show on BBC that
was the same as our “good morning America” radio show. He set up his recording gear, and
interviewed each of us. We told the story, leaving out the part about Prince Phillip, and Bob did
pretty well until suddenly, out of the blue, came the question “Now why don’t we just be honest
here, and you admit that you are really Pershing missile experts, here to learn whatever you can
about the dangers of the Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet Corps?” Bob almost fainted away, because
in fact he was on a committee that was evaluating the Pershing missiles from the point of view of
safety, and on the way from Los Alamos to London he had stopped in Washington to attend a
classified meeting about the Pershings and their troubles. His response was a classic fumble,
bumble kind of mindless “harumping”, no doubt demonstrating that not all shots in the dark are
worth making. (Or, maybe they are!)

Shortly afterward it was off to the parade. We rode with the Mayor and his wife, in their official car
that greatly resembled cars used by the Royals! On the ride around the track in front of the stadium
Paul kept holding his hand up with the classic V signal of Winston Churchill (who was still alive
on this occasion!) and Addie Leah and Bob tried to match those peculiar hand waves of members
of the royal family. The families of the band members were in the stands, and in front of us all the
Band played, opened ranks, invited us into the group to inspect, and we were each given instruments
with which we could play along.

During the ceremony, it became clear that each of us were going to have to make a short speech.

A very important movie came to Los Alamos one time, and the first night the theater had its usual
number of half a dozen customers. The second night the theater was about half full, and the
remaining two nights was a sell-out affair. The movie was “The Mouse That Roared” starring Peter
Sellers. In it the Duchess and the prime minister, both played by Mr. Sellers had a scene what was
truly great. When it came time for the Duchess to make the speech launching a missile, she had lost
it somewhere in her bosom, was told to ad lib it, and she looked out upon the crowd, and said, in the
most elegant manner “I declare this bridge open”. Now the bridge at the Firth of Forth just outside
of Edinburgh had been opened by the Queen, and she had of course used these exact words.




When Addie Leah realized that she was going to have to say something, she asked Bob what she
should do. His reply “Why don’t you declare a bridge open?” he thought hilariously funny, given
the circumstances, in fact so funny that his suggestion should be seriously considered, but it did not
go over at all well with Addie Leah. Part of the problem was that representatives from 8 London
Newspapers (all but the London Times) were all present, taking pictures, etc. This could have been

just a bit intimidating for Mexican
farmers. It was certainly so for us.

In the reviewing stand, J. Paul in
lower left, then Bob and Addie
Leah. Unknown person upper left,
then the Mayor’s wife, and the
Mayor, or the Lord Mayor as we
choose to refer to him. (We note
with some considerable amazement
now, in the year 2000, that the Lord
Mayor’s wife is apparently the
spitting image of Mrs Bucket, from
the British comedy program
“Keeping Up appearances”.)

THE HORNCHURCH DRUM & TRUMPET CORPS
AUGUST 9, 1964

page 10




Here we document the
honors that the three of us
had in the course of the
open-ranks inspection.
Addie Leah was great on
the cymbals.

We wore yellow ribbons, no doubt

befitting our rank. The badges of
office worn by the Mayor and his
Lady were extremely beautiful.

The drummers in the band wore leopard skins, and when we asked the Lord Mayor the reason for
their doing so, he replied “It is very traditional”. We were embarrassed not to have thought of that!




Here is a wonderful example of
“spieling” as explained to
assembled troops by J. Paul. Oh,
the ability to rise to any occasion!!

T 78

Here are the official dignitaries, and for the life of us, we can find no name or title for
“Mr. Official”.




With our arrival immanent, the decision was made to present us with a doll, dressed in the band
uniform. Some of the mothers of the band members spent most of the night sewing the uniform,

and the picture above shows the presentation. We still have this doll, and still admire the
handiwork.

Their Most Gracious Hosts!

Another view of St. Andrew’s Church

Page 13




Was that the end of it all? Well, Hardly. The morning of August 10", Addie Leah and Bob were
lying in bed, listening to BBC’s morning show. Sure enough, The HD&TC was given a substantial
amount of time, and it all went well until the very end. Then the MC said “Well, what do you think
about the band killing the cows. Let’s hear them play, and you can decide for yourself.” Shocking
sounds emerged from the radio! They had distorted the music something awful, and so the entire
effort of ours was placed back in limbo. Maybe the band was responsible for the unthinkable, after
all!

That day the newspapers ran short stories about the whole affair,
and mercifully there were no pictures. Each account was fun to
read.
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This account in the London Herald builds on
information in a quite remarkable way. We are
convinced that no one ever interviewed the cows
owner, yet here the owner is quoted as saying that
the band’s music was the only possible
explanation. The description of the event in

Gallup departs totally from the truth, as the cows
are said to have “merely raised their heads and
wandered slowly away”. In fact, it was clear to us
midst the variety of ways in which this whole
episode was handled by the press that newsmen
around the world have more in common with each
other than they do with their own countrymen.

But far be it from us to declare that newsmen are
beyond being used for entertainment, and other
purposes!

The news account shown on page 13 from the
Daily Mail is repeated on the page 15, but only to
show its juxtaposition with a news item about
Princess Anne and her father. As this was
published two days before the Palace responded to
our letter to Prince Phillip, we feel that it is
possible that this news article might be responsible
for the response, as perhaps the photo helped to
bring to the Palace’s attention the Hornchurch
story.

D Monday August 10 1964 S5

Boys' band
cleared of
killing cows
with music

TWO top American scien-
tists have cleared a-
boys' band of killing five
cows with their music.
The cows, which were in calf,
| died in a field while the 35
members of the Hornchurch,
1 Essex, Drum and Trumpet
I

Corps were practising
nearby.
| Their owner sald the band's
1 music was the only possible
explanation for the cows’ deaths,
| But the incident, which happened
lJast year. was followed by an
accident in New Mexico, US.A.
in which a missile exploded soon
| after take-off from the Los
|  Alamos firing range and a sec-
| tion bigger than a truck crashed
in the middle of a herd of cows.
The cows merely raised their
heads and wandered slowly
away.

| DISPLAY

American scientists decided to see
| for themselves if the hearing of
|  English cows was more acute.

Two

| this country, Dr. Paul Mutsch-
| lecner and Dr. Robert Browniee,
! mwmde a special trip to Horp-

American experts visiting

e | church stadium yesterday where
m! the band put on a display for
v their benefit

f | The scientists’ verdict: The band
| was innocent

i |Sald Dr. Browniee: “ When that
e! lump of missile falled to scare
| our cows, let alone kill them,
| we serious.y wondered what
| makes English cows tick.

{“We found the band very enter-
. taining. and were pleased to
reassure the boys thelr musle
had no harmful effects on
animals, human or otherwise.”




[Home News
SCIENTISTS S k d THEN PRINCESS ANNE
oOaKe FATHER GO FOR COVE
CLEAR .
THE
BOY
BANDSMEN

By Daily Mail Reporter

WO American sclentists
have cleared a boys
pand of kiling five cows,
Che cows, who were in calf,
lied in a field at Chigwell, |
Essex, near where the
Hornchurch Drum  and
Frumpet Corps were prac-
ising In May last year.
2 cows' owner, Mr Pster
ead. of Home Farm, said that
ls stampeded them and
collapsed and died of

right

when parts of a missile |
red from Los Alamos testing |
round, New Mexico, crashed
ear & herd of cows a few miles
way they showed no slgns of
Harm.

Acute

American scientists wondered
‘hether English cows had
ore acute hearing,

terday two of the sclentists
ho are visiting this country,
r. Paul Mutschlecner and Dr.
obert. Brownlee, made a |
pecial trip to Hornchureh |
tadium to hear the band.

ir verdict after an hour-long
isplay of marching and
puntermarching ? The band
@s innocent.

pe deaths of the cows must
jave some other explanation,
pecause  we certainly don't |
hink they could have been
jused by the band's music,”
id Dr. Brownlee.

Slxpence to JRINCESS ANNE a;'ld
the rescue b G e Philip's

last polo game of the
ior Ramage, 23, of Dag-| season at Windsor yester-

ns, Willesden, N'W., was day,
ift between the second | The Prince was captain of
Toors of s Tiedl a team called the Pilois
against the Pedestrians. In
the final chukker came tor-

| rential rain,

uner door until| Princess  Anne sheltered
‘ngers in and under a groom’s mac in the
“used a six-| horse lines until the final
refaining | whistle, She helped Prince
W. Mr.| Philip to ocollect his gear.
Jumv\ Then they hurried to their car
vihei —and home f{o Windsor

Castle.

So now, maybe with all the press and radio coverage, surely we have cause to let all of the activity
decay away, and to be content with our memories. Well, perhaps, except that there was the
Associated Press summary, shown next.




Herd Heard Music; Band Exonerated

By EDDY GILMORE
Ansociated Press Writer
LONDON, Aug. 10 —Two
American rocket sclientists
Mecnday eleared a British drum
and bugle corps of killing cows
with their martial music.
“The deaths of the cows musi

With Dr. Paul Mutschleener,
Dr. Brownlee made a special
trip from London to suburban
Hornchurch to listen to the
Hornchurch drum and trumpet
corps. After listening, the scien-

tists gave this verdicl: The band

near an open field. In the field
were a number of cows, some
in calf.

The cows' owner, farmer
Peter Read, said the cows were
frightened by the music. They
stampeded and five of the cows

Around the samg time, al the
Los Alamos firing raoge in New
Mexico, an American missile
exploded. A section of the mis-
sile, said to be as large as a
truck, erashed with a big bang
amid a herd of cows.

have some olher explanation,”

sald one of the scientists, Dr. 3 nnocent,

Robert Brownlee, “because we The background was this:

certainly don't think they could In May last year the 15

have been caused by the band's youthful members of the drum
b, musie,” | - 3 and bugle corps were praclicing

+  According to the sclientists,
there was little effect on the
American cows. They sald the
cows lifted their heads and
slowly walked away. There was
no stampede.

In calf collapsed in the field and
died. The farmer said the only
possible explanation was the
Hornchurch musicians and their
music, .

This report, like the original story about Mr. Read’s cows was put out on the international circuit,
and was printed in English-language newspapers all around the world. So we began getting mail
from friends scattered here and there, as our names were accurately reported, and although reference
was made to “the Los Alamos firing range in New Mexico” most everybody knew how to ignore
that bit of non-intelligence.

One of the situations that delighted us most happened to Bob’s sister, Donice Buller, who lives in
Colorado Springs. She was up early in the morning, preparing breakfast, and as always she had her
radio tuned in to the Denver radio Station, KOA, for the usual farm and home hour. The radio host,
Pete Smythe, occasionally read items from the morning paper that could be of interest to farmers
and ranchers, so he read this article. When Donice heard Bob’s name, she came awake. She was
aware that Addie Leah and he were in Europe, but other than that, certainly expected to hear about
it only after they returned. We would have loved to have seen her astonishment upon hearing us as
“American rocket scientists”.

We were so impressed by the hospitality shown to us by everyone, and so astonished at the efforts
made to get publicity for the Band, that we felt we should make some effort to repay our hosts in
some appropriate fashion. The Boys had been tremendously curious about New Mexico, and had
asked any number of questions about Indians. We of course reported that we worked with Indians
at the Lab, had many Pueblos of Indians living very near to Los Alamos. So we decided to send
them an Indian artifact for their home base, as well as medals for each of the band members. These
took a little time to procure, and then we shipped them off, but not before writing another letter.
This one was to the American Embassy in London, asking if there was a way the Embassy could
help in making the presentation to the Band. A gracious reply was received, begging off. But we
have no apologies for trying to make such an arrangement.

Since these days, we have been in regular communication with the Keelers’, principally at Christmas

time. It may be of interest to show one more letter, written in January 1965, for it records something
of considerable historical interest--the death of Winston Churchill.
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3007 Ville
08 Alanos
Rew Mexico

Dear Mr, end FMre. Keeler,

Aftar many annoying and altogether unwarranted delays,
Dr, Mutschlecner und my wife and I have managed to coilect
together a few taings which we wish to gsend to you end to
those boys who were 80 hospitable to us last summer, Howe
ever, we are concerned lest you be forced to pay duty on
the gifis upon their arrival, It appears to be possible to
gend them in several small packsges, 8hould we mail all
of these packages to you, or would 1t be better to send but
one 10 a persoan? Peruaps there is yot another way in which
it could be donie, We would like to have your advice, for
‘we certainly do nol wish {0 cause you unnecessary expense.

- How many times havs wo remembered with delight and
gratitude the few hours spent at Hornchurch! Of course
we have the hape that we can meet agelin at sows fulure
tine

I must not close this letter without expressing to
you my sorrow in the loss which the British peoplew-snd
we=shave sustained today in the death of 3ir Winsicn
Churchill, ¥y femily and I deen it a privilege o have
lived during & part of his remariksble life, Wz all owe
much 46 hia, Rz

We look forward to hearing from you agnin. Please
give to alli of our Hornchurch friends our kindest regsrds,

Sincerely




Just our luck, the news about the Drum and Trumpet Corps was also published in the newspaper in
Las Vegas, Nevada. And, as can be seen, our names were accurately reported, so now we had many
explanations to make to our friends and colleagues at the Nevada Test Site. Our reputations were
not done much good by all this, but the joys of remembering all of this have been worth whatever!

COULDN'T CURDLE MILK

Band Cleared of Bovine Death Blast—

LONDON (AP) — Two Ameri-|Dr. Brownlee mads a special; The

cow’s owner, farmer

can rocket scientists Monday |trip from London to suburban
cleared a British drum and bu-|Hornehurck to listen to the
gle corps of killing cows with Hornchurch Drum and Trumpet

| their martial music.
“The deaths of the cows must

Robert Brownlee, “because we
certainly don't think they could
have been caused by the band’s
music.”

With Dr. Paul Mutschlecner,

Corps. After listening, the scien-
tists gave this verdict: The

have some other explanation,” |band is innocent.
said one of the scientists, Dr.|

In May last year, the 35
youthful members of the drum
and bugle corps were practicing
near an open field. In the field
were a number of cows, some in
calf,

Peter Read, said the cows were
frightened by the music. They
stampeded and five of the cows
in calf collapsed in the field and
died. The farmer said the only
possible explanation was the
Hornchurch musicians and their
music.

Around the same time, at the
Los Alamos firing range in New
Mexico, an American missle ex-
(See U.S. SCIENTISTS, Pg. 2) [
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'U.S. Scientists
Clear Band

|  (Continued from Page 1)

| ploded. A section of the missile, |
| said to be as large as a truck,
[crashed with a big bang amid a
herd of cows.

According fo the scientists,
|t11ere was little effect on the |
| American cows. They said the
cows lifted their heads and |
Islnwly walked away. There was |
| no stampede.

So, the American scientists |
wondered if British cows had
| more acute hearing. While visit-
| ing this country, Dr. Brownlee |
and Dr. Mutschlecner remem- |
| bered the Hornchurch incident |
|and showed interest in hearing
the drum and bugle corps. The
Hornchurch youths were de-
| lighted to play hosts.
| “We found the corps very en-
tertaining,” said Dr. Brownlee, |
“and were pleased to reassure |

| |the boys that their music didn’t |
seem likely to have harmful ef- |
fects on animals, human or
| otherwise.”
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Two additional Bulletin items that were published after we returned home are worth remembering.

H ¥ ‘ B = " 3 |/

! 7 /N \JU a | el S et
OYRAIUYaENEN-/N \Jvard RURAL AREA BLITZED
e BY MODEL AIRPLANE
First, Pers}llﬂg Battallon LONDON (AP) — A mode!

airplane got out of control re-

- = : cently and noscdived into Wil-
{Due m Europe Next Mon Jam Watl's cow pasture. On
i fts way It brought down an
WASHINGTON (#—The De-|tlefield missiles capablﬁ of| ‘llln.’ooﬂwoa cable that ran across
i t. unced Thurs-|carrying a nucléar warhead.| farm. :
'.?“ihgf’ih:ﬁ:t Daralion qf e au o AHcled BERtR e TuCt The live cable dropped on|
il : longer to prepare for firing four pedigreed cows feedng in
400-mile-range Pershing bom-|ihon the Pershing. & raarahy patian el i
bardment missiles will be sent| The Pentagon said the 4th ing The blmkcnuoc(‘ablt‘

to U. S. forces in Europe next|Battalion, 41st Artillery, willll
:|month. go to West Germany from Ft. | blacked out Rainham Village,

The Pershing, which can be|Sill, Okla,, and “will provide| and Mr. Watt's Berwick Pond
fired rapidly, will replace the lheavy artillery support for the: Farm, |
J|Army’s Redstone missile. |U. 8. Tth Army.” ! In the London suburb of]
The Rudstone.‘which shals The batta]inn,dto;ntiing bt‘::tf: Hornchurch, Andrew Burton,|
-|been in Europe since 1958, is|men, is composed of four I

one of the earliest-model bat-lteries. i *1:‘ r!:";{: old. :'3;1":::““:’::)'1“55;

with a tiny gasoune motor. It
climbed to 500 feet. Andrhu:I
controlled it by radio--or so he
thought. !

The plane, which had a four-
foot wingspread, failed o re-
spond to Andrew’s signals and
disappeared. Five miles awuyi
#t ran out of gas and made
s dive.

On the plane were Andrew's
name and address. Two hours)
fater a pair of pohkce cars
drove up o the house.

v “When they tnld me what
had happencd I was amazed.™'
“ Andrew, said. "I think the plane
got out of control because the
actuator that controlled the|
rudder was faulty, I'm chang-
ing the mechanism.” |

Andrew’s mother, Mrs. Syl-
-via Burton, had this to say:

“Andrew and my husband|
went to sce the farmer. He
took it very well —considering.”

Bul the farmer said Andrew
and his father might not have
heard the last of the freakish
acodent. :
|

Huﬁg-a;-); Eipels a Briton |

ArTTER T .

The Bull’s head at St. Andrews

Does anybody know why we decided to let this one about the model airplane go?

Hornchurch lives on as a very special place for cows, rocket scientists drums and trumpets, and
surely continues to have a huge population of people with very warm hearts!
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